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Shopping

We §P functional shoes

Twinkle toes

First came the UGG, then the Croc, and now comes
Five Fingers. It seems fugliness has an insatiable
ambition to conquer the footwear industry. But similar
to its predecessor, the Five Fingers has comfort in
mind, and also aims to let you run barefoot (or at
least as close as possible) and reap the benefits of
letting your mid-foot tendons absorb the shock, thus
saving your hip and knees. These awkward-looking
shoes can count Matthew McConaughey as a fan.
Not entirely uncool, then. Kawai Wong

From $890, Escapade Sports, 1/F, Yee Hing Bldg, 19

Leighton Rd, Causeway Bay, 2891 1855,

Made in Hong Kong Kenny Wong of Kennyswork

The toy desigrer tells
Kawal Wong about going
solo, and being inspired by a
cute litthe girl called Molly

Adter graduating [rom an advertising
course at Caritas Dianchi College

of Careers, Kenny Wong spent 20
vears working as a v Lsua]ﬁer and

an illustrator for v 5 achvertising
agencies, before meving on to band-
illustrate information graphics for
the nevws programme at ATV, He then
started the toy studio Brotherswork
with hig ex-colleagues, making a

=et of award-winning astronaut
action figures. He now owns his
personal studio, Kemnyswork,

which has heen commissioned

b Diznew to give Mickey Mouse

2 facelitt. Kennyswork's star toy,
Mally the Pai ntt-'r, hias besn tsed in
collabyration with such established
names as Tokidoki and Medicom,

So you are in your forties? You
mast certainly don't look it.
[Lavghs! Mozt of my designer
friends look young for their age.
Maybe having a childish interest in
toys Leats any anti-ageing serun.

What was the ‘light bulb
moment’ to start you up on

You'd t '1kthm advertising agencies

WCTE T m:m,,lm-\ for creat Y.
most [ was a rabot for clients who
v e explicd
they wanted
a toy exhibition

and friends Winsen and William,
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Palnter, sculpter Kenny in b

Th( {xhlhllmr\ whl.(] was cz\;'a:d
The Gz , showeased 101 of
Michael Law's figures and dalls, We
have always wanted fo do something
crentive, and through this exhibition
we became incredibly mnspired by

aets sperit fo do things his

*then set ugp our stuio,
Brothersfree, wiere we would goto
after work and make toys af nighl.

How did you turn Into a full-time
designer?

Ar the end of 2000, Winson, William
arad [ had decided thar neither

wur day job nor our own designs
henefited from our heli-hearted
etort, We quuttedd our day johs and

o ol Molly (righi)

[ocuszed on
Birothersiree.

‘When did Kennyswork come
about?

Brothersiree is still goimy, bt 1T
wanited] minee creative control So 1 set
gy own studio where [ ean truly
do things in my own way,

On to Molly. Who Is this cute
little girl?

Brothersfree desighed 2 ot of hard
[unkm}, s fslr Lews 1 h:m: b

Iara girl's tov for years, .l\nd then T
was dl The Peak for a charity event
forgamised) by UTNICEF. 1 2at across

Fronn one child at a time, and T drew
portraits of them and vice versa,

1 was sittmg across from this hittle
gird whie must hiave been e veans
old. She sat up straight in her seat,
Deld out a pen vertically and closed
ane eye tomessure the dimension

-of my face, Between me and her,

zhe seemed the more professional
ane! She had short blonde hair and

her lips puckereo Whan we finished

drowing, [ asked what her name

was, And at the top of e voice she

replied “Molle!" Toouldn't shake off

the cute little babw look off my mind,

=i when T ot home §drew a dralt
image of her. Little did [ know

- atthe time Molly was the

. perfect mspiration for a

irl’s toy,

. What would you say
to a budding toy
designer?

Thm't dlive mnto oy design
sraight awey. Anyone can
churn out good designs, but
stwress is more han just the
Tk himyes. Join 4 o mn]me)-

stil need to et and pay bills for the
s ta 12 months while working full
rime on vour pwn proiect. Secondly,
evert a small production can cost

a congiderahle amount of cash,
Finally, you'll need the connection
2er help promating and distributing
your tovs, I'd recommend joining an
advertising company: you will meer
pengle from all walks of life

.-'Ir_)‘a.!{r Exiybition, Hong Kong Design

Craliery: HRCEC, | Harhoier R,
Wan Chas. Until Sept it
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